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ELECTORAL AMENDMENT BILL 2020 
Discharge of Order and Referral to Standing Committee on Legislation — Amendment to Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting on the following motion moved by Hon Aaron Stonehouse — 

(1) That the Electoral Amendment Bill 2020 is discharged and referred to the Standing Committee 
on Legislation for consideration and report by no later than 9 October 2020. 

(2) The committee has the power to inquire into and report on the policy of the bill. 

to which the following amendment was moved by Hon Simon O’Brien — 

To delete “9 October” and substitute — 

12 November 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Prior to question time, we were proceeding through the process of dealing with an 
amendment to the motion, which had been moved without notice. The question that the words to be deleted be deleted 
was carried. We are now up to considering the question that the words proposed to be inserted be inserted. 

Amendment (insertion of words) put and passed. 

Motion, as Amended 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [5.13 pm]: I note that we are short on time, so I will make my 
remarks brief. I rise to indicate that the Nationals WA will support the motion, as amended. It certainly was not 
something that we had given great consideration to before Hon Aaron Stonehouse moved the original motion. In 
fact, we were prepared to deal with the Electoral Amendment Bill 2020 in the Committee of the Whole. I recognise 
the comments made by Hon Nick Goiran, and I agree with him that the life of this Parliament is becoming more 
and more limited by the day. Although committee examination does not guarantee a more expeditious passage of 
the bill, it assists in that regard. Given the way the second reading debate has progressed thus far, considerably 
more time will need to be given to fully consider this bill in its current form without its discharge and referral to 
a committee. 

In the very brief time available, I put on the record a couple of issues I would like a committee to further examine, 
particularly related to clause 15. There has been significant discussion about the application of expenditure caps 
to elections and how they will operate under the provisions of this bill. In fact, that is a part of the bill that the 
Nationals WA will not support in its current form. The committee could consider the application of clause 15 to the 
parties, associated entities and others that will be affected by expenditure caps and whether there is cause to reflect 
on jurisdictions such as New South Wales and others with similar provisions to see whether clause 15 can be 
corrected, and the concerns of parties about the application of expenditure caps on elections addressed. The other 
issue is the way foreign donations are addressed in the bill. The way that “foreign donations” and “foreign donors” 
has been defined is insufficient and will make it very easy for somebody wanting to bypass the provisions of this 
bill to do so simply by registering an Australian business number in Australia. Indeed, that is quite a simple task. 
Shortly after our recess this afternoon, issue 1 of the supplementary notice paper on this bill was issued, with 
a number of amendments in the name of Hon Alison Xamon. 

Hon Alison Xamon interjected. 

Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: Hon Alison Xamon has just interjected and advised the house that there are more 
to come. Just looking at the amendments on the supplementary notice paper, some of these provisions may go to 
the issues around foreign donations and the definitions, and that is something that the committee could assist the 
house in considering. 

The last point I want to make is about the transitional provisions. It concerns me that we are three and a half years 
into a four-year term, and we are now considering a bill that has some elements that will apply retrospectively, 
particularly the disclosure thresholds and the quarterly returns. They will apply from 1 July 2020, some two to 
three months before today’s date. Further provisions will apply from 1 October 2020. If this bill were discharged 
and referred to a committee, it would be good if the committee could consider the views of stakeholders about 
whether it is appropriate for further transitional provisions to be considered so that we have a more seamless 
introduction of some of the provisions in this bill to make sure all people who will be captured by it are fully aware 
of the constraints and requirements of them engaging in donations and the like. With those few words, given the 
time constraints, I reiterate the support of the Nationals WA for the amended motion.  

Division 

Question put and a division taken, the Deputy President (Hon Simon O’Brien) casting his vote with the ayes, with 
the following result — 
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Ayes (15) 

Hon Martin Aldridge Hon Nick Goiran Hon Robin Scott Hon Dr Steve Thomas 
Hon Jim Chown Hon Colin Holt Hon Tjorn Sibma Hon Colin Tincknell 
Hon Peter Collier Hon Rick Mazza Hon Charles Smith Hon Ken Baston (Teller) 
Hon Donna Faragher Hon Simon O’Brien Hon Aaron Stonehouse  

 

Noes (14) 

Hon Robin Chapple Hon Sue Ellery Hon Martin Pritchard Hon Alison Xamon 
Hon Tim Clifford Hon Diane Evers Hon Samantha Rowe Hon Pierre Yang (Teller) 
Hon Alanna Clohesy Hon Laurie Graham Hon Matthew Swinbourn  
Hon Stephen Dawson Hon Alannah MacTiernan Hon Darren West  

            
Pairs 

Hon Michael Mischin Hon Dr Sally Talbot 
Hon Colin de Grussa Hon Kyle McGinn 
Hon Jacqui Boydell Hon Adele Farina 

Question thus passed. 
 


	ELECTORAL AMENDMENT BILL 2020
	Discharge of Order and Referral to Standing Committee on Legislation — Amendment to Motion
	Motion, as Amended
	Division


